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How are the assessments being tested before implementation in the 2014-15 school 

year? 

 

Smarter Balanced has incrementally tested the content of the assessment and the technology 

that will support the assessment. Smarter Balanced has already completed: 

 

 Cognitive Labs: Individual students provided feedback to test developers about their 

experience with the innovative test questions, accommodations for students with special 

needs, and the testing software. 

 
 Small-scale Trials: Promising types of questions and software features were further tried 

out with hundreds of students. 

 

 Pilot Test: Students at about 5,000 schools across the Consortium responded to a 

preliminary pool of test questions and performance tasks. 

 

 This spring 2014, the Consortium is conducting its Field Test to present the entire pool of 

Smarter Balanced items to students across member states. The Field Test is expected to 

involve students in about 15 to 20 percent of Consortium schools, and will gather the 

information necessary for final evaluation of item quality. 
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